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The required summer reading assignment is intended to jumpstart your close reading and analysis skills.  We will use this 

novel to learn how to: take the AP style reading exams; write AP style paragraphs and essays; discuss in seminars, and 

finally use and apply domain and academic vocabulary.   
 

Novel Overview:  The House on Mango Street, a coming of age novel told in a series of vignettes, depicts the life of Esperanza, 

a young Mexican American girl. Eloquent word choice and rich figurative language have made Mango a must read in middle 

school, high school, and college curriculums since its publishing in 1984. 
 

GOALS:  As you read about “coming of age,” you will look for and make meaning around author’s craft. You will evaluate texts 

and make inferences based on textual evidence.  You will learn about voice and style, the characteristics that make a writer’s 

or speaker’s work distinctive.  You will analyze how literary devices, and figurative language function in a text.  
 

ANNOTATION GUIDELINES:  As you read the text, you will be asked to mark it up – to write your thoughts, your analyses, your 

questions directly on the passages you are working with. Your job is to not only find the “what” but then reflect on the “so 

what” – what is the effect on the author’s message/argument?  How does this “what” advance the author’s commentary 

about the topic? 
 

Each number below will help guide you focus for your annotation analysis. 
 

1. Essential Questions:  This unit asks you to consider how coming of age is a search for “identity” – be it in racial, cultural, 
religious, legal, social, sexual, gender, financial, (I am sure I have left something out). 
 

As you read each vignette consider the follow Essential Questions.  Annotate how and where these questions come up, get 
asked, get answered. 

Essential questions: 

 Where does our sense of identity come from?  

 How does our environment shape our identity?  

 What roles do neighborhood and community play in shaping who we become? 

 What identities, if any, are permanent and which do we have the power to change? 
Essential Author’s Craft questions: 

 How do minority writers distinguish their communities’ values from “mainstream” values? 

 What can writers’ descriptions of physical spaces, including cities, workplaces, and houses, tell us about American life 
in the twentieth century? 

 How do writers use characters’ belongings, homes, and careers as symbols of both heritage and values? 

 How do writers educate readers about social injustice? 

 How does the American Dream compare from community to community? 
 

2. Annotate for Characterization: characterization is a literary device that is used systematically in literature to highlight and 

explain the details about a character in a story. 

o Types of Characterization:  An author can use two approaches to deliver information about a character and build an 

image of it: 

 Direct or explicit characterization:  This kind of characterization takes a direct approach towards building the 

character. It uses another character, narrator or the protagonist himself to tell the readers or audience about the 

subject. 

 Indirect or implicit characterization:  This is a subtler way of introducing the character to the audience. The 

audience has to deduce for themselves the characteristics of the character by observing his/her thought process, 

behavior, speech, way of talking, appearance, and way of communication with other characters and also by 

discerning the response of other characters.    Pre-APEs use the STEAL method of characterization 

 S: Speech 

 T: Thought 

 E: Effect on others 

 A: Actions 

 L: Looks and appearances
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3. Annotate for Analysis of Speakers:  For each character you will develop and annotate some inferences about the speaker. 

Use the following features of language: 

o Voice is a writer’s (or speaker’s) distinctive use of language (diction) 

to express ideas as well as his or her persona. 

o Tone is a writer’s or speaker’s attitude toward the subject. Tone is 

conveyed through the person’s choice of words and detail. 

 Diction—Word choice intended to convey a certain effect 

 Syntax—Sentence structure; the arrangement of words and the 

order of grammatical elements in a sentence 

 Imagery—The words or phrases, including specific details and 

figurative language, that a writer uses to represent persons, 

objects, actions, feelings, and ideas descriptively by appealing to 

the senses. 
 

Think about:  What might you infer/claim about the speaker’s age, status, preferences? How do you know this? What 

textual evidence (quotes) supports your claim? 

 Diction: What word choices does the speaker make? Formal or informal? 

 Syntax: Are the sentences short, long, simple, complex?  

 Imagery: What words and phrases include sensory details to create images? 

 Tone: What can you conclude about the speaker’s attitude toward the subject?  
 

4. Annotate for Motifs & Symbols:  Sometimes, examples of motif are mistakenly identified as examples of symbols. Symbols 
are images, ideas, sounds or words that represent something else and help to understand an idea or a thing. Motifs, on the 
other hand, are images, ideas, sounds or words that help to explain the central idea of a literary work i.e. theme. Moreover, a 
symbol may appear once or twice in a literary work, whereas a motif is a recurring element. 

 Trees 

 Shoes 

 Windows 

 Falling - Floating 

 Names 

 Poetry 
 

5. Annotate for Theme Subjects: 

In a literary work, a motif can be seen as an image, sound, action or other figures that have a symbolic significance and 

contributes toward the development of theme. Motif and theme are linked in a literary work but there is a difference 

between them. In a literary piece, a motif is a recurrent image, idea or a symbol that develops or explains a theme while a 

theme is a central idea or message the author is communicating. 
 

What does Cisneros want us to understand about these subjects?  What is her attitude/tone: about what it is to be human? 

Female? Male? Latino? American? 

 The American Dream 

 Predatory Nature of Humanity 

 Friendship / Loneliness 

 Self-definition and Identity 

 Community/Neighborhood 

 Home  

 Freedom and Entrapment 

 Growth and Maturity, Sexuality 
o Bildungsroman – coming of age story 

 Gender Roles and Expectation 
 

6. Annotate for Setting: What does the setting tell us?  Is it really just a poor Latino neighborhood or can it be universal?  Is 

this story strictly set in the 1980’s or do we see a contemporary connection (or twenty)? 

People exist in a particular time and place. Where we live may contribute not only to our personality, but also to our values, 
attitudes, and even our problems. In literature, setting (time and place) can also influence characters and what they do. 

Time:  We need to consider four kinds of time that may carry particular associations with them: 
1. Clock time: this can be used to provide suspense or create certain moods or feelings. 
2. Calendar time: the day, month, year, or more generally a day of the week or time of the month may provide an 

understanding of what takes place in a piece of literature. 



3. Seasonal time: the seasons or a span of time associated with a particular activity may be important. 
4. Historical time: this can establish a psychological or sociological understanding of behaviors and attitudes. 

 
Place:  We may find significance in the actual location where the action occurs, but we need to pay attention to the 
nonphysical as well as the physical environment. 

5. The physical environment, including weather conditions, may be specifically described. 
6. The nonphysical environment includes cultural influences such as education, social standing, economic class, and 

religious belief. These may be revealed by physical properties in the scene or through the characters' dialogue, 
thoughts, statements, and behaviors. 

 
Imagery:  How does the author use sensory details to 
describe the setting so readers can feel like they are 
“there”? 

 Five senses: sight, touch, sound, smell, taste 
 
Uses of setting: The setting may be nothing more than the 
backdrop for what occurs; however, it may be directly linked 
to mood or meaning. 

 It can function like a symbol 
o For example, the sun rising or spring can 

represent a new beginning or growth; the 
dark can symbolize evil; light can stand for 
hope. 

 It can create mood/atmosphere (gloomy, depressing, cheerful, eerie, mysterious, dreamy, lonely, romantic, etc.) that 
affects our response to the work. 

 It may have a direct effect on a character's motivation. 

 An external force may enter the setting and change it, causing conflict for the characters. 

 The setting itself may be an antagonist. 

 Two settings may come into conflict with each other, causing conflict in the characters who must live in them and 
perhaps have to choose between them. 

 
7.  Annotate for Social Commentary: The House on 
Mango Street addresses numerous social issues such as: 

 Housing 

 Education 

 The environment 

 Prejudice 

 The treatment of women 

 Poverty 

 Immigrant struggles 
Select three (3) key social issues and trace these issues 
through the vignettes. Look how Cisneros represents 
them in the book and how she feels about the issue – 
her attitude.  Link these to the themes. 
 

 


